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Special University-wide Questions for Fall 2020

Due to the challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic, three additional questions were added to the Fall 2020 survey. 

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

Given the content and level of the course, the course workload
was manageable.

0 1 2 22 34 60 4.51 4.35 4.40 4.38

The course site used for this course, whether in Canvas, Sakai, or
Blackboard, was well organized.

1 3 4 22 29 60 4.27 4.12 4.26 4.24

The instructions given for assignments, exams, quizzes, and
other course activities were clear and easy to understand.

1 0 4 24 30 60 4.39 4.22 4.24 4.24

University-wide Instructor Questions

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

The instructor Siyao Yu was prepared for class and presented
the material in an organized manner.

2 0 6 18 23 57 4.22 4.22 4.30 4.34

The instructor Siyao Yu responded effectively to student
comments and questions.

2 2 5 21 23 58 4.15 4.24 4.25 4.30

The instructor Siyao Yu generated interest in the course material. 2 0 11 19 20 58 4.06 4.16 4.22 4.24

The instructor Siyao Yu had a positive attitude toward assisting
all students in understanding course material.

2 1 7 20 23 58 4.15 4.26 4.33 4.37

The instructor Siyao Yu assigned grades fairly. 1 0 3 24 24 56 4.35 4.37 4.37 4.40

The instructional methods of Siyao Yu encouraged student
learning.

2 0 8 18 23 57 4.18 4.15 4.18 4.20

Teaching Effectiveness

Weight of responses: 1=P (Poor), 2=F (Fair), 3=A (Average), 4=G (Good), 5=E (Excellent), Resp=Number of Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

P F A G E Resp Section Course Level Dept

I rate the teaching effectiveness of the instructor Siyao Yu as: 1 1 7 21 23 58 4.21 4.17 4.21 4.23

University-wide Course Questions

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

I learned a great deal in this course. 1 1 10 32 15 59 4.00 4.02 4.08 4.11

I had a strong prior interest in the subject matter and wanted to
take this course.

2 8 15 20 15 60 3.63 3.54 3.62 3.68
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Course Quality

Weight of responses: 1=P (Poor), 2=F (Fair), 3=A (Average), 4=G (Good), 5=E (Excellent), Resp=Number of Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

P F A G E Resp Section Course Level Dept

I rate the overall quality of the course as: 1 3 8 26 20 58 4.05 4.05 4.10 4.14

What do you like best about this course?

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

The material was very interesting

The organization of this course is very effective.

I liked doing everything at my pace. It was easier mapping out my weekly schedule with these 2–3 weekly reading quizzes.

it didn't get in the way of my other classes

I liked the smartbook and the structure of the reading quizzes.

This course is not complicated

Online

Easy to follow and the concepts were not hard to follow. Also, many resources were provided and there were different ways for us to
improve/help our grades.

The workload is manageable.

Everything

What I liked best about the course was the discussion forums we had to do.

n/a

How the work was spaced out.

I liked reading the textbook and participating in the forums.

I can use my leisure time to learn it

The use of Norton is very effective.

Its flexibility with deadlines was probably the strongest aspect of this course (extended time periods for taking an exam or a quiz)

reading checks

I like how there are lecture notes and power points about the material posted on Sakai, despite the course being asynchronous.

the forums

The Smartwork quizzes were easy.

The professor and TA are very forgiving and would often extend the deadline for certain assignments. I liked how everything abided
by the syllabus so I knew exactly what work I had to deal with for the whole semester, it helped me schedule my workload

The reading quizzes were fun.
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If you were teaching this course, what would you do differently?

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

Use Canvas as it is easier than Sakai

I would make video lectures and not just tell my students to read the book.

I would try to make time to see and interact with my students, whether it is just a time for everyone to ask any questions, review
material, etc, as a group/class.

I think they did a good job.

Engage with students more

I would offer a better syllabus showing the percentages and points for each assignment more clearly so that one could understand
their performance in the class better.

No

I would do nothing differently.

n/a

Nothing.

Give shorter exams.

lower the difficulty of exam

Nothing.

I would make the class synchronous to ensure that everyone is thoroughly learning the material, rather than having the students
self–teach.

I hate sakai I prefer canvas  All my classes are on canvas so sometimes I would forget about work I had due for this class
because it uses a different site. But this is just a me problem, besides that I wouldn’t change anything else about the course

N/A

In what ways, if any, has this course or the instructor Siyao Yu encouraged your intellectual growth and
progress?

These comments are unique to the instructor Siyao Yu.

Comments

Grades were very fair.

Very responsible

Siyao Yu assisted the learning process greatly during the course.

Good

N/A

n/a

Instructor Yu was very organized and left good feedback.

a great TA who can answer my questions effectively

A very fair grader.

Made appropriate accommodations and answered requests of other students who were having difficulty completing assignments
on time.

I unfortunately never interacted with the TA.

I never had any interaction with Siyao Yu throughout the course of the semester.

Would often clarify assignments for the whole class and take the time to leave comments on our work which I really enjoyed

I did not even know we had a TA for this course for a while but when I sent an email for a question I never got a response. So
instead I emailed the professor and was able to get a response.

N/A

4/5



Other comments or suggestions:

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

Thank you for your help during this hard time. Please be safe and take care.

N/A

No

No other comments or suggestions.

professor was late to post multiple assignments, but showed unfairness when students were late to submit

no.

great course

Good experience.

Use sakai more

I think that is it great and extremely fair that the students have two attempts on Smartwork quizzes.

The exams with 100 multiple choice was a bit challenging maybe spread it out more with more diverse types of questions.
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